


Do You Love Me?
Isaiah 62

Pe ter Scott (Transcribed and Ed ited)

I want to make a con ces sion to you today. I have a new love in my

life. She’s seven months old and she def i nitely has me, my grand daugh ter,

Lillian. She gave me the idea for this ser mon:

It oc curred to me that there are a lot of  con ver sa tions go ing on in the 

world to day. As I watched the Re pub li can de bates head ing up to the next

pres i den tial elec tions, there was a con ver sa tion go ing on be tween the dif fer -

ent can di dates. The Amer i can peo ple seem to be ask ing dif fer ent ques tions, 

mak ing their frus tra tions known (as in the cur rent Or e gon dis putes, 2015).

In a po lit i cal con text ev ery thing seems to be about re sources and money

rather than where we are go ing as a na tion. What is our vi sion? What is our

pur pose? When I look into Lillian’s eyes at seven months, she is ask ing me,

she’s hav ing a con ver sa tion too, ask ing me a ques tion. 

Some of  us have ques tions as we look out onto the world; there are a

lot of  ques tions go ing on. One of  the ques tions we ask as we grow up in

school and right af ter is “What does that mean? What are they say ing?” So

words go out in sen tence struc ture and para graphs and es says. We try and

put that into con text as to what that means to us per son ally. “What does

that mean?” is the first ques tion. A per son could say some thing very di -

rectly and may not mean it. Ex am ple: some one says, “I love you.” What

does that mean? It may not mean that he loves you at all but he has an

agenda com pletely dif fer ent from the ac cepted context. So, “What does it

mean?” is a ques tion that the world asks a lot. There fore when I’m in the

lab do ing cul tures and peo ple ask what the cul ture re sults are, I’ll say, “It’s

this.” Their first ques tions are, “What does that mean?” What mean ing

does this lab re sult have to them per son ally? “Do I have to treat the pa tient? 

Or do I not? Etc., etc., etc.” These ques tions are le git i mate. As we grow up

mem o riz ing these re peated ques tions over and over again, an other ques -

tion co mes to mind, “What is the mean ing of  life? What is the pur pose of

Life? What does it mean?” I of ten laugh when some one aks, “What is the

mys tery of  life?” Well, num ber one it is a mys tery! The Bible says the mys -



tery of  life is Christ in you the hope of  glory. Well, what does that mean?

The mean ing be yond the words.

It means re la tion ship. It means a lot of  things. Some of  you might be 

ask ing what to mor row’s “Power Ball” num ber will be… (A great amount of  

money is amassed at this point on a State Lot tery). I’ll tell you one thing:

Lillian who is only seven months old, even though she does n’t know the

words, she still is ask ing this ques tion, “Do you love me?” It is the same

thing she is ask ing her mom, her dad, “Do you love me?” Her par ents are

ask ing the same thing back to their child, “Do you love me?” That is ex -

pressed in so many dif fer ent ways.  The first way it is ex pressed is with a

smile, “Yeah. Not bad. I love you.” 

This con ver sa tion does n’t stop. It con tin ues through all the time we

grow up and be yond. This child/par ent con ver sa tion hap pens now not

only be tween our mother or dad, or from peo ple you know in the world, but 

it hap pens be tween you and God! You ask the pa ren tal/child ques tion of

Him, “Do You love me?” There is noth ing wrong with ask ing that ques tion. 

I used to think, “Why am I ask ing that ques tion all the time?” And yet ev ery

time I see Lillian and I’m in her pres ence and she co mes into the room, I’m

ask ing the same ques tion, a ques tion I al ready know the an swer to. But, I

want to hear it. I want to feed my soul and my heart will leap with joy be -

cause I know that it is true. There are a lot of  things in this world that are

not true. It is nice to know that we can have some thing that is true. Amen.

There fore, if  you go into “Google” and ask , “Do you love me? Or

How do I know that God loves me?”, you will get some re ally nice websites,

tak ing you right through the sin ners prayer. The an swer is al most al ways

ex pressed in the evan gel i cal terms of  ¾ well we know that God love us be -

cause He died for us. Je sus says that greater love has no one but that he lay

down his life for his friends, which He did. But He did more than that, did -

n’t He? He did n’t just die on the cross which was won der ful, but there was  a 

rea son and a pur pose that He died upon the cross. He was the Lamb of

God, the ul ti mate Sac ri fice for our sin.

Now that’s usu ally where some evan gel i cals leave it, Jesus dy ing for

our sin. Aren’t we won der ful now and go, grow in Christ. But Je sus did

more than that! That ques tion still has to be an swered, “Do You love me?”

“Yes, I love you be cause I died upon the cross. Yes, I love you be cause now
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your sins are for given for the rea son . . . that NOW you can have fel low ship

with the Fa ther.” Woah, that’s a lit tle dif fer ent!

It is a lot dif fer ent. So, He died for me to save me from my sin. That’s

the sin I’ve com mit ted, the ones I’m sin ning now and the ones I’m go ing to

sin in the fu ture. He died for me so that all of  those sins are not in the way of  

a fel low ship, to which I have a right, with the Fa ther. Now I can ask the Fa -

ther the ques tion (no tice now the re la tion ship is pa ren tal, fa ther/child,

child/fa ther), the same ques tion that I prob a bly asked my Mom too, “Do

You love me?” And I still ask that ques tion al most on a daily ba sis. This re -

minded me of  Fid dler on the Roof. How many of  us have seen that in the mov -

ies or the TV? It is a story of  a Jew ish fam ily, Tevia and his wife Golda. How 

many chil dren do they have? Seven daugh ters. I can only re mem ber five of

their names. They had a lot of  kids, all daugh ters. One of  the ques tions in

the theme that was be ing asked over and over again was, “Do you love me?” 

Re mem ber when Tevia asked that of  Golda? He says, “Golda, do you love

me?” She says, “What! Do I love you? I wash your clothes ev ery day. I have

seven chil dren. I cook your meals. If  that is not love, what are you talk ing

about? Wake up. You are sick, tired, what ever!” 

“No, no, Golda, I need to know. Do you love me?” His heart cry

came out. He did n’t just care about whether she cooked for him or washed

his clothes or bore his chil dren. He wanted to know the an swer to that ques -

tion, “Do you LOVE me?” He pushed her. Now Golda is a prag ma tist.

She’ll just think that af ter seven kids, I don’t won der. But then she fi nally ad -

mits that, “Yeah. I sup pose I do.” He is then over whelmed with joy, “Oh,

you love me! I love you too.” It was so dif fer ent in the ex pres sion of  that

love. But the ques tion is still the same, “Do You love me?” “Yeah, I do.”

When ever I ask the Fa ther that ques tion I get the same an swer. I

NEVER find Him answering to day, even af ter I’ve sinned, “Aaanh, not so

much.” But rather, “Yeah, I love you. There’s stuff  in there you’ve yet to see

that I’m go ing to bring forth. There’s stuff  in you that you don’t even know.

How won der ful you are to Me,” says the Lord. 

Now Lillian at seven months has char ac ter is tics that are very dif fer -

ent from my other grand daugh ter, Sa rah. Very, very dif fer ent. Yet, she has

ac com plished very much. She does n’t know how to crawl yet. (But when

she does I’m go ing to be re ally ex cited about it.” There fore, who are we?

We are grow ing up in the world and we are learn ing things. But in the next
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world, the next age, who knows what God has for us! I think it will be be -

yond our scope of  rea son ing in this pres ent time. It won’t be like “Star

Wars.” It will be a lot better. I feel sorry for peo ple ad dicted to cell phones

since those phones prob a bly won’t be there and peo ple will be look ing at

their hands out of  an old habit, look ing for some com mu ni ca tor. 

You see, here is the dif fer ence: Je sus died for us so there is no better

love for man than that (John 15:13). He for gave us for our sins so that we

can have fel low ship with the Fa ther, AND, He was res ur rected from the

dead. What was the pur pose for this? So that He could go to the Fa ther and

send His Holy Spirit. Be fore He could send down the fullness of  the Spirit

to us, we would have asked that ques tion and we find the an swer in the

Book. We would find the an swer that “He died for our sin.” We would find

the an swer that God does love us. How ever af ter He sent the Holy Spirit,

we now have a di rect com mu ni ca tion in ad di tion to the Bi ble, in or der for

that an swer and that con ver sa tion to take place. So now when I ask God,

“Do You love me?” I am not ask ing Him in the con text of  the Bi ble. I’m not 

ask ing in the cir cum stances that I see around me since now I SEE His love

ev ery where. I’m ask ing Him in the Spirit, per son ally, “Do You love me?” It

be comes a pro phetic uncia, a pro phetic pro cess that is a real re la tion ship,

not a re li gion, not just know ing but KNOWING. “Golda, do you love me?

I know you cook for me. I know you’ve had seven chil dren, but do you love

me?” Now the Holy Spirit can come down and say, “Yes I do. And don’t

for get it.” 

“How would you like me to show you that I love you to day, Pe -

ter?”Some times I can come up with an an swer for that one. How about

some thing un usual on the way to work, a beau ti ful sun rise or maybe there’s

a hawk or some thing that I’d like to see along my way. But at other times I

say that at work, as a mi cro bi ol o gist, I’d re ally like to have some thing other

than just pos i tive and neg a tive cul tures. I’d like to see peo ple try and com -

mu ni cate with me. That would be spe cial. Com mu ni ca tion is not just in for -

ma tion. Com mu ni ca tion is “What is the meaning?” What does this mean

to me? 

For you who are filled with the Spirit have that abil ity to go right

through to the Holy of  Holies and ask God the Fa ther, “Do You love me?”

And He will an swer you in the Spirit. He will. I don’t have to read it in the

Bi ble. He’ll just say, “Yes I do.” And I’ll know that still, quiet voice in side is
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not me; I’ll know it is Him. That’s what be ing filled with the Spirit does. If

you are not filled with the Spirit, you need to be be cause that is part of  your

in her i tance to have that con ver sa tion. It is not a one way con ver sa tion.

Prayer is not a one way con ver sa tion; it is a two way con ver sa tion. Amen.

Now let’s go to a place we’ve been be fore. Do you have a fa vor ite

shirt? One time my wife told me that she re ally loved me; I was like an old

shoe. I was n’t sure I liked that one. What?! That’s in sult ing. She told me that 

no, an old shoe is com fort able, one that you want to wear. The idea is that

we have things that we like to do. So, af ter I get through the ques tion of,

“Do You love me,” and He says, “Yes I do,” the next ques tion is, “I’d like to

do some thing ex cit ing this year. What do You think would be good? An -

other cruise to Alaska, etc.?” I al ways end up back in Montana on vacation

for some rea son. I don’t know why. Montana is a lot of  wil der ness. But I

have one video that’s on my website, Daphne, Jessica and my self. We are on

a horse trail go ing all the way to the top of  a moun tain. These horses are

strong, moun tain horses. They start up a steep in cline and I know from hav -

ing hunted in the past, if  I were to climb that first 100 yards of  that same in -

cline, I would have to stop and rest for long time. My heart would be

beat ing re ally fast and strongly be cause it had to get the blood all the way

down to my toes and all the way back up again. It’s not just sim ple ex er cise

when you’re climb ing; there is a lot of  blood that has to go down there and

back. You don’t have to climb very much to be come out of  breath with the

heart is push ing. But here these horses were awe some. They acted like the

steep ness of  the moun tain was level ter rain in stead. Up they went. As I

watch that video, I like it as no one says any thing, just the sound of  the

horse hooves hit ting the trail. The beauty that sur rounds you in that wil der -

ness, the quiet, the know ing, is one of  my fa vor ite vid eos. So it’s my fa vor ite

spot. I go back there like a com fort able old shoe, like watch ing an old

movie. 

Well the Bi ble has places that are like that for me also. Let’s go to Isa -

iah 62. These verses an swer the ques tion of  “Do You love me?” The an swer 

to the ques tion, “What is the mean ing?” The ques tion of, “Where are we

go ing from here?” The first five verses re fer to who we are. This is pref aced

by the fact that it is not just about who we are go ing to be when this proph ecy

co mes forth but it is more of  who we al ready are be cause of  what we are go -

ing to be. Who we will be come and who we are now, and some what, who

we were. The Bi ble says, “I knew you in your mother’s womb” (Psalm
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22:10). An other scripture states that He knew us be fore the foun da tions of

the world (Eph. 1:4). Re ally? Do you know what the foun da tions of  the

world are and what that is re fer ring to? Prob a bly sub-atomic par ti cles. He’s

talk ing about be fore them, He knew you and un der stood you. There fore

when this proph ecy in Isa iah 62 co mes forth for Je ru sa lem (which I em -

brace for myself), He be gins to speak about who they are go ing to be come

as if  they are al ready there and there is no dif fer ence be tween now and

then. In the same way, when I look at my grand child, Lillian, I don’t see

what ever she be comes in a ca reer of  some sort. Rather I see her as a per son

that has all kinds of  po ten tial. She is lovely just by be ing her self. 

And so the proph ecy be gins this way:

Isa iah 62: 1 For Zion’s sake I will not keep si lent,

And for Je ru sa lem’s sake I will not keep quiet,

Un til her righ teous ness goes forth like bright ness,

And her sal va tion like a torch that is burn ing.

2 The na tions will see your righ teous ness,

And all kings your glory;

And you will be called by a new name

Which the mouth of the Lord will des ig nate.

3 You will also be a crown of beauty in the hand of the Lord,

And a royal di a dem in the hand of your God.

So you are not who you think you are. You’re not just a voter for the

next elec tion. You are so much more. And all kings will see your glory.

And you will be called by a new name, not the ones that other peo ple

give you, not even the ones you give your self, but a se cret name. It says that

you will be called by a new name which the mouth of  the Lord will des ig -

nate. He is go ing to speak it. When you hear that name you will rec og nize

right away that it is you He is talk ing to. You won’t have to guess. You will

know it’s you. You will also be crowned a beauty in the hand of  the Lord

and a royal di a dem in the hand of  your God. 

It will no lon ger be said to you, “For saken,”

This is re ally what the Lord is say ing to you pro phet i cally. You may

have started to day cast down. But that is not you. Peo ple may say dis cour -

ag ing things about you. It may even look and feel like that is true but it is not 
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who you are. He says you will no lon ger be for saken.

Nor to your land will it any lon ger be said, “Des o late”;

But you will be called, “My de light is in her,”

And your land, “Mar ried”;

It goes right back to the ques tion, “Do you love me?” Is n’t this awe -

some? The prophet re ally pen e trates all of  the words and wants you to

know this. “My de light is in her! And your land, mar ried.”

For as a young man mar ries a vir gin,

So your sons will marry you;

And as the bride groom re joices over the bride,

So your God will re joice over you.

That is who you are in God. These verses speak so much life to us. It

is no won der we like to go back and read it again and again. It is better than

climb ing a moun tain in Montana be cause I know what the Lord is say ing.

He did n’t just say it then. He is say ing it now. No mat ter what cir cum stances 

we are go ing through as in the next few verses.

On your walls, O Je ru sa lem, I have ap pointed watch men;

All day and all night they will never keep si lent.

There will al ways be those who are go ing to be pray ing. The first one 

pray ing is Je sus Him self. 

You who re mind the Lord, take no rest for your selves;

7 And give Him no rest un til He es tab lishes

And makes Je ru sa lem a praise in the earth.

An other words, you may be in a place where none of  this is hap pen -

ing yet, but don’t give up. Don’t lose site of  who you are and who God is and 

your re la tion ship with Him. When you are filled with the full ness of  the

Spirit you know these words are true. 

8 The Lord has sworn by His right hand and by His strong arm,

“I will never again give your grain as food for your en e mies;

Nor will for eign ers drink your new wine for which you have la -

bored.”
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I ac tu ally have this text un der lined and cir cled in my bi ble be cause it

is so dif fer ent from Com mu nism. Com mu nism means to dis trib ute wealth

across the pop u la tion. That’s not what it is say ing here. If  some body else

did n’t work for it, they did n’t get the right to be there and have the ben e fits.

I’m go ing to give you, the worker, the fruit of  your la bor. And, I’m go ing to

give to you the drink that you have labored for. That’s free en ter prise not com -

mu nism or so cial ism. He now re af firms that prom ise.

9 But those who gar ner it will eat it and praise the Lord;

And those who gather it will drink it in the courts of My sanc tu ary.

So we see that He tells us who we are and what we will be. He tells us

not to give up. “Do you love me?” “Of  course I do.” Al though we may not

see it, don’t give up! Don’t lose heart. These themes are through out the

Bible’s text. 

In the last few verses, ten through twelve, He starts to talk about what 

you have to do and what you should do to not make it hap pen but rather to par -

tic i pate. When you try and make things hap pen, you are go ing to push and

force things. Then when it does n’t hap pen you get frus trated and dis cour -

aged. We’ve been there; have n’t we all? But better here He is say ing we need 

to en ter into some thing He’s al ready planning. 

10 Go through, go through the gates,

Clear the way for the peo ple;

I used to think that han dling my own trou bles was bad enough, what

in the world is God talk ing about now? But there is some thing we can do for 

some one else even if  we are just barely saved. Our smile can make a dif fer -

ence in some one’s life. Here’s an example, my dad af ter he had his stroke,

had an at ten tion span of  about twenty sec onds. He could n’t even watch a

com mer cial on tele vi sion, they were too long. He said to me, “Pe ter, I want

the Lord to take me. Why am I still alive?” I gently told him, “The last I

knew, you were n’t God. When He takes you, He’ll take you. And by the way 

even with twenty sec onds you can make that nurse smile ev ery morn ing

when she co mes in. Be cause I know your sense of  hu mor and the kind of

think ing pro cess God has given you and the ef fect it has on peo ple, even in a 

twenty sec ond time frame.” I was very frank with him as he was with me

when I was a child. He re sponded, “Okay I’ll give it a try.”
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Just like this ex am ple, there is al ways some thing we can do to open

the gates to the Lord for some one else. By do ing that, we are go ing to open

the gates for our selves as well be cause it is more blessed to give than to re -

ceive. I was lis ten ing to BBC re port ing about one of  these  coun tries where

the city was bombed and the econ omy had failed, no wa ter or food, in sects

all around, not much hope, a lot worse than it is here. I thought why does

the BBC take me to these places on my way to work? How ever it was very

in ter est ing  story since the man, they were re port ing on, sud denly re al ized

that he did have ex tra food so he made a sand wich to give away on the

street. So he tried it. The first few peo ple would re fuse the of fered food not

know ing if  they should trust him or not. So the guy ate one sand wich and

left the other lay ing next to him un til some one came up and asked for the

ex tra sand wich. This pro ce dure de vel oped into a min is try. Now he had

hun dreds of  peo ple work ing in a ware house that gave away free food ev ery

morn ing. Peo ple brought food in for him to give away. So we can see in a

place where there was no way, he made a way. Is n’t that just like our Lord? 

Let’s look at the next verse.

Build up, build up the high way,

Re move the stones, lift up a stan dard over the peo ples.

This tells us that we don’t want a path that’s dan ger ous. A high way

speaks about a road that has shoul ders, a road that has lim ited ac cess where

rob bers can not come on. The man who was beat up by rob bers as in the

Good Sa mar i tan par a ble, would n’t have had that trou ble if  he was on a

high way built to keep that from hap pen ing. 

So then, how does one build a high way? The “high way” is know ing

the word of  God, know ing your re la tion ship with the Fa ther and lead ing

peo ple to that place. You are go ing to say, “Do you know why you are hav -

ing that trou ble? It is be cause you re ally need to know the an swer to the

ques tion you’ve been ask ing, the con ver sa tion, ‘Do you love me?.’ I can tell

you what it is.” The shoul ders of  the road are put on. The next steps those

peo ple take will be more con fi dent since they now know some thing of  the

love of  God for them through you. You might say you don’t know the word

of  God that well. How ever, if  you know Je sus, you know what the word of

God is speak ing in the sim plic ity of  your heart. Share that. 
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Let’s re move the stones, lifting up a stan dard for the peo ple. That

speaks about flag wav ing. This is n’t about just mak ing it through the tri als.

This is about tri umph! Re mem ber the scrip ture that says, “Mercy

TRIUMPHS over judg ment (James 2:13). It does n’t just win. By the way in

a foot ball game, the win ner does n’t just win, they tri umph!  “We won!.

Wow, this is so good!” 

11 Be hold, the Lord has pro claimed to the end of the earth,

This is the Lord’s voice, Him self, the cre ative power of  God is in this

thing. It is n’t just what He did and what He’s go ing to do. It is about the cre -

ative force and the very na ture of  God. We should love one an other and

know that God love us be cause God IS love. That’s what the scrip ture says

and that’s how we know ex pe ri ence Him, LOVE. He can not be sep a rated

from that. His very na ture is love. When that goes forth it ac com plishes

some thing that no other force can pos si bly es tab lish. There will be no need

to awaken “the Force” (as in Star Wars). He is al ready awake. . .

“Say to the daugh ter of Zion (those that be long to the Lord), 

‘Surely your sal va tion is com ing;’

All of  the things that you are af flicted with are not al ways go ing to be 

here. 

Say to the daugh ter of Zion, “Lo, your sal va tion co mes;

Be hold His re ward is with Him, and His rec om pense be fore Him.”

12 And they will call them, “The holy people,

Some thing to tally dif fer ent. Now He’s not just talk ing about a se cret

name, but he’s talk ing about us cor po rately. They were called to gether as a

peo ple to be dif fer ent from those in the world that don’t know Him. We are

go ing to be called the Holy Peo ple. But my first thought is that I don’t want

to be called the “Holy Peo ple.” The fur thest thing I want to be is a re li gious

per son. However He is not talk ing about that kind of  holiness. He’s talk ing

about what God is go ing to do for you, not what you are go ing to do for

your self  or even your life style. . . “I am a holy, pi ous per son.” Far be it for

God to bless that. He won’t. Re mem ber this par a ble? He asked who did we

think would go be fore the Fa ther jus ti fied, the one who was holy and pi ous,

say ing he was glad he was n’t like that sin ner over there. Or the sin ner who is 

pound ing his chest say ing, “For give me, Lord, I can not be lieve I’m such a

crazy per son.” 
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The re deemed of the Lord”;

And you will be called, “Sought out, a city not for saken.”

You are bought back, taken from the hands of  the en emy and now

you are in the hands of  the Lord. You are taken from be ing for saken and

des o late to a place where you are mar ried and have chil dren. That does n’t

mean you ac tu ally have real chil dren but it means you will have FRUIT in

your life like chil dren that will pros per and go far be yond you. Is n’t that

won der ful?

The ques tion you ask, “Do you love me?” now changes fo cus from

the things that He is just do ing for you. The fo cus is now on what He is do -

ing in your whole life. Some times you have to look back five years in or der

to see all that. If  you only look back one or two weeks, things may not be do -

ing that well. The stock mar ket is down, the up com ing elec tions are crazy.

But if  you look far ther into the past, you can see the hand of  the Lord in

your life guid ing you through things that you would have never thought

pos si ble. Amen.

Here’s an ex am ple. I can look back to high school years. My Eng lish

teacher told me to give him a call if  I ever got a pa per in on time. Wow,

thanks. I started to study harder. I got through col lege. I don’t know how

but I did. Af ter I fin ished four years of  col lege I was pray ing and talk ing to

my wife and oth ers. They sug gested try ing to go to grad u ate school. I

thought that would never hap pen since I did n’t have the grades for it. But I

de cided to try. I took a course. Af ter wards the Dean of  the De part ment

came up and said I needed to be ma tric u lated, to join a pro gram for a de -

gree. They knew what my grades were but it was re ally about who I was

now not when I got the lower grades. They could see the dif fer ence. I was a

per son who could do what was needed all along; it just had n’t sur faced yet.

That’s what the Lord says to us this morn ing, that you may think you are

not ac com plish ing much. How ever, it’s not about what you will ac com plish. 

It is what God is do ing in you and through you, the redeemed of  the Lord,

bought back from the en emy. The en emy had other plans for me but the

Lord has His plans. And the plans the Lord has, the scrip tures say, are not

bad. They are good.

When the Fa ther and Je sus fin ished cre at ing all the an i mals, He says,

“This is good”(Gen e sis 1:21).  But when He fin ished cre at ing Adam and

Eve, He said, “This is VERY good” (Gen e sis 1:31) This is better than a ro -
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bot. This is better than all of  the beau ti ful an i mals, better than the blue

whale, an orca, a dol phin, etc. It is very, very good, the re deemed bought

back. You don’t be long to the en emy any more. You don’t be long to the cir -

cum stances you find your self  in. They be long to you! The life that’s in you

in the mid dle of  the cir cum stance will change the cir cum stance. Even if  the

out come is the same, it will be dif fer ent! So, let’s take a sub ject like abor tion

that no body in the world wants to talk about. Or we could go back to the is -

sue of  slav ery. John Ad ams was talk ing against slav ery from the very be gin -

ning of  our na tion, the in cep tion of  the bill of  rights. He ar gued that we

just could n’t have a coun try with slav ery; it just could n’t hap pen. In ap prox -

i mately 1805, Great Brit ain had al ready out lawed slav ery. Yet we were still

do ing it. John Ad ams went to ev ery term of  Con gress pro pos ing an amend -

ment to the Con sti tu tion to out law slav ery. Peo ple kept com ing up to him

ask ing what in the world he was do ing. “This is Crazy. It’s not go ing to hap -

pen.” John said, “I don’t care whether it hap pens or not. It is go ing to make

a dif fer ence in the his tor i cal re cord if  noth ing else, that some body is go ing

to stand against it.” Dietrich Bonhoeffer did a similar thing against Hit ler’s

re gime.

And so, we can say the same things to day. “I am just not go ing to

keep si lent any more.” That’s what this is about. What God is do ing is far

greater than what the en emy is at tempt ing. We don’t have to take it from

him. Do you have an af flic tion in your body? I do. This morn ing I woke up

and I could barely move my arm. So I looked it up. Let’s see, ulna nerve

com pres sion. I thought, re ally, I have an ulna nerve com pres sion. Re ally!

What new af flic tion could I get? So I have a re la tion ship with the Lord. I

asked Him the ques tion. He said, “Well, what did you do yes ter day?” “I was 

the only one in the lab and I prob a bly pro cessed over a thou sand cul tures,

look ing at petri dishes, over and over and over and over again.” The Lord

says, “Well! Take some as pi rin. You’ll feel better.” I did and I prayed and it

is much better. Thanks.

We don’t have to take things from the en emy. The Lord can give us a

word of  knowl edge and a prayer even for those who have ter mi nal dis eases. 

It does n’t mat ter. I was di ag nosed with can cer of  the pros trate and I’m still

here to day. I be lieve it was be cause I lis tened to God. And I re ceived His

heal ing in my body. I also had a sur geon who was very com pe tent. Thank

you. But primarily my con ver sa tion was not with my sur geon. My con ver -

sa tion was with God. I can re mem ber ask ing Him through that, “Do you
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love me? What does this mean?” It means don’t worry. The out come is not

re ally what it is all about. It’s about who you are in Christ. That will never

change in this world or the next. You are who you are in God, the re deemed 

of  the Lord, the holy peo ple . . .

And you will be called, “Sought out, a city not for saken.”

Don’t you wish you could hear this spoken in the orig i nal He brew

text. You will be called “sought out.” An other trans la tion calls that “cared

for.” You will be called “cared for.” Yeah. Sought out, cared for, not for -

saken. So Lillian looks into my eyes say ing, “Do you love me?” And I’m say -

ing, “Yeah. I seek you out and I care for you.” The Lord builds re la tion ships 

with one an other. We pray for each other. We ask the same con ver sa tional

ques tion, “Do you love me?” “Yeah. Let’s pray.” Then the Lord gives your

eyes to see the peo ple of  the world that are fall ing and they ask the same

ques tion. We re spond, “You know. I would re ally like to have you know my

Fa ther’s love.” Je sus is not just an easy step. It’s not just re ceiv ing Him evan -

gel i cally but it is re ceiv ing His res ur rec tion life in you which is the an swer to

the con ver sa tion He wanted to have with you all along. Re mem ber what

hap pened when Je sus died on the cross? Do you know what the first thing

God the Fa ther did? He rent the veil of  the tem ple be fore the Holy of

Holies where the chief  priests went in only once a year, said a few prayers

with a rope around their an kle in case the Lord would strike him dead, so

they could pull him out. They put lit tle bells around the hem of  the priest’s

gar ment so they would know if  he was still alive in there. Well when Je sus

died upon the cross, the scrip tures say that im me di ately God ripped the veil

in the tem ple from top to bot tom. The sep a ra tion is no lon ger there. The

cross was n’t just about dy ing for our sins. But dy ing for our sins SO THAT

the Fa ther could fi nally do what He al ways wanted, have a con ver sa tion

with you, the same one He wanted with Adam in the Gar den. Adam might

have said, “The Gar den is n’t that im por tant to me. I think that  ap ple looks

pretty good or that fruit from the Tree of  Life, I think I’ll take that.” The

con se quences af fected man for ever. 

But not for us! Since we are go ing back to that same place where we

have fel low ship with the Fa ther more than Adam. See we are not just go ing

back to the Gar den. We are go ing back to a much better Gar den. If  we just

went back to the orig i nal Gar den now, we would no lon ger be able to eat

from the Tree of  Life. But we are go ing back to a Gar den where we can eat
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from the Tree of  Life and still have fel low ship with the Fa ther. That’s what

the New Eden is about. This is def i nitely not a re li gion. It’s a re la tion ship

with our Lord and Sav ior Je sus Christ on a daily ba sis. He made it pos si ble.

Now I am thank ful for the Holy Spirit that was sent to us in abun -

dance so that the Lord can an swer the same ques tion I’ve asked Him ev ery

day since I was a child, “Do you love me?” And He says, “Yes, I do.” Amen.

Fa ther we thank You  for an swer ing the ques tion, Lord God, af firm -

ing Your love this morn ing to ward us. There are so many who are af flicted

in their bod ies and I pray You would bring heal ing! Whether it is your heart 

or mus cle aches, it does n’t mat ter where the dis ease is com ing from we

know the heal ing power of  the Lord that is spo ken about and tes ti fied about 

over and over and over again. We don’t take it from the en emy but we sub -

mit our selves to You. We ask You, Lord God, to bring Your heal ing power

forth, the word of  the Lord go ing forth upon the earth, the cre ative force.

We ask You, Lord God, to for give us for our sin that we’ve al ready done.

But, Lord, give us in cite into why and what that sin was all about so we can

pur pose in our heart to throw it away be fore we are even tempted. When

we say evil against one an other, and some times in can be hid den in a joke,

when we par tic i pate in por nog ra phy, when we do the weird est, strangest

things that peo ple do, Lord God, that we would un der stand who You called 

us to be, not holy and pi ous but Holy in You, un der stand ing Your pur poses

and way. We pray Your lov ing na ture would be our in her i tance, not just

know ing Your love and giv ing You back Your love, but we would be able to

take that love and give it to oth ers, pri mar ily our fam ily, our wives, our hus -

bands, our chil dren, those that we know and at work, those we meet even in

the su per mar ket. It does n’t mat ter where. Your love does n’t know any limit. 

It is with out bound aries. 

I pray, Lord God, that the Chris tians in this world that you have cre -

ated in this day and in this hour whether they be in China or whether they

be in the Mid-East, Lord God, that you would give them a word in their
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mouth to bring forth the power of  Your love upon the earth. The en e mies

de sire, which is just to assassinate and kill, would be put away. And, Your

peo ple would pre vail be cause of  the word of  love which You have spo ken

from the very be gin ning. We pray in Je sus’ name. Amen.


